
LA BIBLIOTECA MARUCELLIANA



Marucelliana Library was
founded by Francesco
Marucelli, who was born in
Florence in 1625.
After graduating in Pisa, he
moved to Rome where he
spent the rest of his life.
During the second half of 17th
century, Francesco Marucelli
built up a large library of
around six thousand of
volumes in his house in Via de
Condotti.
It was a general library,
comprising contemporary but
also ancient books that were
still pertinent to studies at
that time..



In a will drawn up in
1702, shortly before
his death, Francesco
left his collection and
most of its property
and other assets to
print Mare Magnum, a
general universal
bibliografy to which
he had devoted all his
time, and to build a
public library in
Florence intended
especially for less
well-off people, who
did not have enough
money to buy
expensive books they
needed.



The following year Francesco died, leaving his
nephew, Monsignor Alessandro, with the task
of carrying out his wishes.
In order to obtain a good return, Francesco’s
money was to be deposited in luoghi di monte,
namely accounts in Roman banks, for 34
years, though Alessandro was allowed to
drawn on the funds to buy books in order to
keep the collection up to date.



After 34 years, in 1747, 
Alexander understood that the  
money was not enough both to 
build the library and to print 
Mare Magnum. Therefore, after 
rearranging the Mare Magnum 
in 111 volumes, he chose a 
roman architect, Alessandro 
Dori, and began to build the 
Library in Via Larga, now via 
Cavour. 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
After 34 years, in 1747, Alexander understood that money was enough either to build the library or to print Mare Magnum. So he made up his  mind, rearrenged Mare magnum in 111 volumes, choose a roman architect Alessandro Dori and began to build the "Library", in Via Larga, now via Cavour. The library was completlely built up by 1751 when Alessandro choose the first librarian Angelo Maria Bandini who directed the library until 1803. Marucelliana was first opened in 1752 on the eighteen of September     



The library was completed in
1751, and Alessandro
appointed Angelo Maria
Bandini to be the first chief
librarian. Bandini directed
who directed the library until
1803.
The Marucelliana opened to
the public for the first time
on 18 September 1752, a
little under a year after the
death of Monsignor
Alessandro in December
1751.



In his will, he appointed Marucelliana his sole heir. From that moment
on the foundation called "Patrimonio Marucelli" became completely
independent, and the family retained merely the patronage of the
foundation. This continued until 1783, when Francesco Marucelli Jr,
the last surviving male family member, died. The Grand Duke of
Tuscany took over the patronage in the same year. During the French
occupation of the Papal States, in 1798, Bandini was no longer able
to mantain the library, because its funds were deposited in Rome, so
he appealed to the Grand Duke for help. As a result the Marucelliana
received its first public funding. Following the unification of Italy, the
Marucelliana, like other italian libraries that had received public
money, became a public state library, answering first to the Ministry
of Education and then, from 1975 onwards, to the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs and the Heritage.
The "Patrimonio Marucelli" foundation, which by this time consisted
of a modest sum of money supplemented by private and local
institutions such as banks and foundations , did however continue to
exist until the1980s. For example, until the early 1970s and thanks to
resources provided by the foundation, the library remained open until
9 or 11 pm, depending on the availability of funds to pay for lighting,
heatings and staff salaries.

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Few months before, in december of 1751 Monsignor Alexander died. With his will, he appointed Marucelliana his sole heir. From that moment the foundation called "Patrimonio Marucelli" was completely independent; the family had only the patronage on the foundation. This patronage went on until 1783, when Francesco Marucelli Jr, the last male of the family, died. From 1783 Granduca di Toscana undertook the patronage. During the French occupation of Stato Pontificio,in 1798, the librarian was no longer able to provide the library of its needs, because of the money ha been deposited in Rome, so he appealed to the Gran Duca for help and Marucelliana got the first public funding. With the unification of Italy, Marucelliana like other italian libraries that had received public money, became a pubblic library depending first on the Ministry of Education and from 1975 on Ministry of Cultural Assets.  Nevertheless the foundation "Patrimonio Marucelli", consisting by this time of a small amount increased from private and local institutions like banks and foundations , went on till the eighties of last century.  For example until the early seventies with the money of the foundation, the library was opened until 21, or 23.00 in the evening according to the available funds to pay employees, lighting  and heating.s



When the last of the Marucelli, Francesco di
Ruberto, died in 1783, the Marucelliana
received his collection, which now
comprises around 2,500 drawings and
30,000 engravings.

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Marucelliana had a remarkable increase of around 2,500 drawings and 30,000 engravings with the death of the last of the Marucelli Francesco di Ruberto in 1783, which left its collections and its library. 



A large number of books, especially ancient and valuable books, 
arrived with the last two waves of abolitions of religious orders, 
the second during Napoleonic period in 1809
and the third carried out by the Italian State in 1866. 
As a result of the last abolition the Marucelliana acquired the entire 
library collection of the church Santissima Annunziata.

Relatore
Note di presentazione
A large number of books, especially ancient and precious books, arrived with the last two abolitions of religious orders, the second during Napoleonic period in 1809 and the third of the Italian State in 1866. Whit the last abolition Marucelliana acquired much of the library of the SS. Annunziata 





The growth of the library over the years, has remained 
faithful to the intentions of its founder, namely to 
acquire works from all disciplines, in particular the arts 
and  humanities. The mission of the  Marucelliana has 
always been to preserve and increase the collections  
with special regard to  Tuscan and especially 
Florentine culture. 
Over the years many prominent figures on the 
Florentine cultural scene have donated or bequeathed 
their collections and archives to the library. One such 
figure was Diego Martelli, the nephew of Quirina 
Mocenni, one of Ugo Foscolo’s lovers, as a result of 
which library acquired a large part of the Foscolo’s 
book collection. Martelli himself was close to many of 
the  Macchiaioli artists including Signorini and Fattori, 
so the library gained and houses many letters and 
documents relating to the Macchiaioli.



.

Relatore
Note di presentazione
The increase of the library over the years, has always been consistent with its constitution: original works have been acquired in all subjects, but with particular regard to humanities and arts. The mission of Marucelliana was and is to preserve and increase the collections  with special regard to  Tuscan and expecially Florentine culture. The library had also acquired and goes on acquiring collections of personalities that have worked or lived in Florence or in Tuscany like for instance Diego Martelli. He was the nephew of Quirina Mocenni, one of Foscolo’s girlfriend,  and so the  library gained a large part of the Foscolian collection of books. On the other hand Martelli himself was close to a large number of Macchiaioli, as Signorini, Fattori etc so the library gained and preserve a large numbers of letters and document of Macchiaioli



.

The legal deposit that the library 
has received since 1910 is another 
very important source

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Legal deposit that the library receives since 1910 is an other very important source. 





.

The library offers the following services: reading room 
and reference room, direct and inter-library loans, which 
are subject to certain conditions of use, reproductions and 
photocopying, subsequent to application; and help for 
researchers. 
The Library’s work today is in line with its tradition: after 
the introduction of new regulations in 1995, it no longer  
performs the role of university library, as in the past, but 
is a general library with a special focus on the arts and  
humanities.

Relatore
Note di presentazione
The Library continues its tradition today, with recent regulation,it doesn’t perform any longer tasks as university library as in the past: it is a general library, with peculiar regard for artistic and humanistic subjects. The library offers the following services: reading room and reference room, loan service  that is subject to certain conditions of use, reproductions and photocopies under application, help for reserchers. 





http://www.maru.firenze.sbn.it
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